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TO ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 184400 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EGEN, TW 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY STATUS REPORT - EA/ROC 

1 . GIRDING FOR NORMALIZATION (CONFIDENTIAL) 

PREMIER CHIANG HAS PUBLICLY URGED TAIWAN TO FACE THE PROS- 
PECT OF NORMALIZATION WITH UNITY, SELF-OELIAN CE, CALM AND 
CONFIDENCE IN THE ROC'S ECONOMIC AND MILITARY STRENGTH. 

THE TAIPEI PRESS HAS PREDICTABLY PICKED UP ON THIS UP BEAT 
THEME AS THE ROC, WORRIED ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF NORMALIZA- 
TION, BEGINS MOVING THE SELF-RIGHTEOUSLY RESENTFUL MOOD OF 
THE PAST FEW WEEKS IN A MORE REALISTIC, USEFUL DIRECTION. 
GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO PREPARE THE PUBLIC FOR EXPECTED NOR 
MALIZATION ARE ALSO EVIDENT IN ECONOMIC MINISTER SUN'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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PUBLIC PREDICTION THAT US ROC ECONOMIC RELATIONS WILL PROS- 
PER REGARDLESS OF SURROUNDING CIRCUMSTANCES. 

2. US-ROC TRADE RISE CONTINUES (UNCLASSIFIED) 

OFFICIAL U.S. TRADE STATISTICS FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 1977 

SHOW THAT TOTAL TRADE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND TAIWAN AMOUNTED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TO MORE THAN $2.7 BILLION, AN INCREASE OF 27.3 PERCENT IN 
CURRENT DOLLARS OVER THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR. IMPORTS 
FROM TAIWAN ($1.73 BILLION) ROSE BY 31 PERCENT, WHILE 
EXPORTS ($1.01 BILLION) INCREASED BY 21.5 PERCENT. OUR 
TRADE DEFICIT WITH TAIWAN, $720 MILLION FOR THE SIX MONTH 
PERIOD, ALSO ROSE SHARPLY. 

3. FAN'S FAN-FARE (UNCLASSIFIED) 

A FULL-PAGE AD ON PRC DEFECTOR FAN APPEARING IN TODAY'S 
NEW YORK TIMES URGES AMERICANS TO WRITE THE CHINESE COMMU- 
NIST UN AND WASHINGTON OFFICES SEEKING FAN'S FAMILY'S 
RELEASE. PERHAPS AS A MODEST ROC RESPONSE TO OUR WARNINGS 
THAT EFFORTS TO EMBARRASS US ON THIS ISSUE WOULD BACKFIRE, 
THE ADVERTISEMENT MAKES NO MENTION OF FAN'S LETTER TO THE 
SECRETARY, NOR DOES IT IN ANY OTHER WAY ALLUDE TO THE POS- 
SIBILITY OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION WITH THE PRC ON BEHALF 
OF FAN. THE AD APPEARS UNDER THE NAME OF THE CHURCHES 
UNION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA. WHILE OSTENSIBLY DIVINELY 
SPONSORED, WORLDLY GROC INSPIRATION IS PROBABLE. THE U.S. 

PRESS CONTINUES TO IGNORE THE ISSUE. 

4. VERA FOLLOWS THELMA (CONFIDENTIAL) 

TYPHOON VERA STRUCK NORTHERN TAIWAN ON IULY 31, ONLY SIX 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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DAYS AFTER TYPHOON THELMA CAUSED WIDESPREAD DEVASTATION IN 
THE ISLAND'S SOUTHERN QUARTER. MAJOR DAMAGE OCCURRED 
IN TAIPEI AND THE NEARBY PORT OF KEELUNG. THERE WERE 38 
DEATHS REPORTED. INCLUDING ONE AMERICAN. AS ROC OFFICIALS 
HAVE DECIDED TO MEET THIS DISASTER WITHOUT OUTSIDE HELP, 

WE HAVE APPROVED AMBASSADOR UNGER'S PROPOSAL TO MAKE ONLY 
A SYMBOLIC $15,000 DONATION TO THE ROC RED CROSS AS AN 
EXPRESSION OF AMERICAN SYMPATHY. WE ARE ALSO WORKING WITH 
DOD TO RAPIDLY REPLACE ROC RADARS IN NORTHERN TAIWAN WHICH 
WERE DESTROYED IN THE STORM. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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